
 

 

NUMURKAH 

SECONDARY COLLEGE    
Email: numurkah.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au                     
www.numurkahsc.vic.edu.au    

Phone: 58621088     
Facebook: Numurkah Secondary College 

Not for one—but  for all 

April 27 2018 

Issue 2018—5 

In this issue: 
  Principal’s Report 

 Dates to remember 

 From the Assistant Principal’s Desk 

 School Garden News 

 ANZAC Day Writing Competition 

 High School Musical Update 

 Literacy Hub News  

 Food Technology 

 Community Notices 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Mick Holding (President),  Roger Jones (Vice President), 
Paul Tozer, Jennifer Attard, Peter Smyth, Christine 
Sigley, Pam McPherson, Jacqui Martin, Andrea Holmes, 
Donna Grandell and Damien Hipwell. 
 

Next Meeting  - 7th May 2018 6.50pm. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Principal’s Report 
 

ANZAC Day 
Our community has once again turned out in force to remember and pay respect to 
all of those who have been impacted by war. Our town has a deep history in the 
armed forces, with the soldier settlements providing homes and work for many 
returning veterans of conflict.  

 

We are deeply thankful to the RSL for allowing us to be such a big part of the 
commemorations. Our College Captains and Vice Captains rose to the occasion 
and led the ceremony with a great deal of professionalism, and while the focus is 
on remembering those who served and the sacrifices they made, I could not help 
but feel very proud of the efforts from our students leaders.  

 

Organising such a major community event is no easy task. With the expert assistance of the Numurkah RSL 
Leadership, it was our Executive Assistant Christine Sigley who did the bulk of the work here at the college. 
Well-done Chris!  

 

Thank you also to those who represented the school in the march and volunteered to collect money during 
the donations collection.  

 

ANZAC Day Writing Piece 
Numurkah Secondary College students engage in developing their writing in all subjects, not just English. 
However, it was in English that our Years 7-9 created a writing piece based on ANZAC Day.  

 

Our overall winner had the honour of leading the ANZAC Day parade as a flag bearer; congratulations to 
Kate Kelly. Kate’s creative piece can be found later in the newsletter. Runners up in the Year 9’s were Tessa 
Koopman and Alex Hendy Smith. The Year 8 category was made up of informative writing and persuasive 
writing. Taking out top place was Yo Say Pearl.  

 

The Year 7 students created 6 word poems. They were all excellent and I could not pick a winner. Which is 
your favourite? 

Poppies forever mark our soldier’s steps.  –  Ebony Giddens 

Their sacrifices we cherish. The Unforgotten.  –  Jordan Harris 

Screams of the dead haunt everyone.  –  Taihla Harris 

They tried. They Died. Forever Remembered.  –  Christina Fuller 
 Cont. 

May 

7
th 

Year 12 Tertiary Info Services 

9
th
 Prospective Students Information Evening 6.30pm 

11
th
 NSC Cross Country 

19
th
 NSC Debutante Ball. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 



 

 

The adventure. The deaths. The Memories.  –  Marissa Clough 

We will always remember the ANZACs.  –  Rhiannon Jose 

ANZACs: Soldiers marching. One by one.  –  Diesel Knorpp 

Sitting there watching people get killed.  –  Karley Millen   

They died for us. Thankyou.  –  Braidyn Dicker 

They fought. We cried. Never forget.  –  Marissa Clough 

Show the truth, not any lies.  –  Amy Hibberson 

They showed remorse as he fell.  -  Ainsleigh Banner 

Innocent men, turned into soldiers. Mistake.  –  Ryan Wyatt 

They fight and they die. Together.  –  Emily Boschetti 

The innocent. The incredible. The Heroes.  –  Chelsea Gunn 

They lived. They learned. They died.  –  Cooper Graham 

The brave: they fought together. ANZACs.  –  Jordan Harris 

Our Heroes. The ANZACs live on.  –  Ruby  

The ANZACs rise. Then they fall.  -  Anonymous 

They rise. They fight. They fall.  -  Anonymous 

Fight together. Soldiers and heroes forever.  –  Ebony Giddens. 

Thankyou for what we have today.  –  Braidyn Dicker  

 

Prospective Student Evening 

On Wednesday, 9th May at 6.30pm, the college will conduct the annual prospective students evening. This 
event is for parents with students in primary school to gather information about our school and importantly, 
have the opportunity to ask questions. We will have information sessions on each of the Key Learning areas 
in our school, and groups will visit each area for a short presentation.  

 

I would recommend that parents attend the Prospective Student Evening as soon as they begin to think 
about secondary school options. For some parents, this may start as early as the Foundation year. It is never 
too early! 

 

Good Luck Kylie 

Our fantastic Mathematics teacher Kylie McIntosh is unfortunately having to take a bit of time off to deal with 
a medical issue. She has detailed it for us in a piece later in this newsletter. We wish Kylie all the best and 
look forward to her return. All the best Kylie.   
 

Paul Tozer 

Principal 



 

 

From the Assistant Principal’s 
Desk 

 

Student Leaders visit our local primary schools 
I am extremely proud of the way in which our Student Leaders have 
represented our school during their visits to local primary schools. Not 
only have they been wonderful ambassadors, they have provided great 
information to prospective students on the wonderful classroom 
programs, teachers, extra-curricular activities, leadership opportunities 
and wellbeing supports which Numurkah Secondary College students 
access each and every day. It was particularly lovely for the Principal 
and teachers at Katunga Primary School to welcome back three of their 
‘Class of 2017’ students – Zoe Hook, Jake Williams and Chloe Wilson – 
to attend the Post ANZAC Day Ceremony. Thanks also to Trinity Jose, 
Harry Mayberry, Shanae McPherson and April Phyland for the 
wonderful job they did in providing information to students at Katunga 
South Primary School.  We have visits to Katamatite Primary School, 
Strathmerton Primary School and Numurkah Primary School also 
coming up. Thanks also to Ella Holding, Jemma Grandell, Taniesha 
Cursons, Lorralye Kerrnaghen and Shannon Martin for offering to 
umpire netball at Numurkah Primary School today.  It is wonderful to 
see our students in action and supporting the local community. 

 

 

 

Recognition from the RSL for our 
commitment to ANZAC Day. 
What an absolute honour it was for our college to be 
awarded with the RSL shield in appreciation of 
conducting the ANZAC Day Service for the Numurkah 
Community. Proud College Captains Zoe Martin and 
Maddi Griffiths, alongside College Vice-Captains, Jack 
Holding and Brooke Millen, received the award on 
behalf of the college.  We thank the Numurkah RSL 
for the wonderful ongoing support they provide to our 
school, and look forward to this partnership continuing 
for many years to come. 

Jennifer Attard 

Assistant Principal 



 

 

School Garden News 
The school garden committee held a meeting on Tuesday 24th 
April to discuss plans for the regeneration of our spacious 
school garden next to the tech department. The meeting was 
also attended by Wendy Shorthouse (CEO of GMLLEN : 
Goulburn Murray Local Learning and Employment Network) 
Hollie Barnes (Youth Development Officer , Moira Shire Council) 
and Kristen Elliot (School Focussed Youth Service). We are 
extremely grateful for the enthusiasm and encouragement that they offered. These organisations have 
supported similar projects elsewhere and their guidance and support has been invaluable. In addition, the 
school has benefitted from funding of $3,000 provided through GMLLEN to cover the cost for the installation 
of pathways, garden beds and shading 
 
The Rotary Club of Numurkah have generously offered to help clear the land of clutter that has accrued in the 
garden over the past 10 to 15 years. The land clearance and preparation will commence around mid to late 
May.  
 
The overall aim is to have 2 functional garden areas: a community garden and school garden which will offer 
our students opportunities to contribute both to a community initiative and a school project. 
  
Any enquiries about any aspects of this project should be directed to Steve Forrester on 58621088 
 

Steve Forrester 
NSC School Nurse 

 

With the growing and wide-spread use of mobiles phones I looked for an 
idea that would interest and involve the students. 

 

The challenge was to make a phone holder. It could be 
constructed from any materials, with the only stipulation 
being it had to hold a phone.  

 

The students had a great deal of interest and a very wide 
variety of ideas. Time management and organization 
proved to be a large hurdle for the students. 

 

The prizes on offer were Mars bars.  

 

Melissa Kennedy and Will Smith took out the prizes for middle 
school with Yo Say Pearl and Payge Seymour earning the 
prizes for Year 8. 
 

Keith Ward 

Technology Teacher 

Phone Holder Challenge 



 

 

ANZAC Day Writing Piece—Winning Entry 
As soon as I saw the lookout scream “land!”, my heart dropped in my stomach. I was some-
how hoping the generals in their offices would regret this awful decision and bring us home. 
There weren’t many that were scared but I was definitely one of them. I still remember the 
day we were asked to enrol, I couldn’t let Harriet or Australia down as they needed me. It 
didn’t matter that the fear inside of me was unbearable, it had to be done. 
 
As we ran onto that beach that cold and fateful night, I could smell none of Harriet’s lilac 
perfume drifting through the air, nor could I hear the creaking door that I never got around 
to fixing in our home that held thousands of cherished memories. All I could hear were the 
bangs of guns going off as we were ambushed, the smell of gunpowder invaded the air and silent cries made time 
stand still.  
 

Images of Harriet and I laughing as we talked to our first child who was just a flutter in her stomach when I left were 
the only things that kept me running to safety and fighting for my country, fighting for my life, Harriet’s life and 
fighting for my unborn child. 
 

As we crawled through the sand tears slowly rolled down my cheeks, our invasion had gone terribly wrong. I no longer 
knew whether I would ever meet my darling baby and teach them all the things about the world. I might never again 
hold my dear Harriet in my arms as we watched the sunset. Instead I could die here surrounded by blood, hatred and 
death. Soldiers, my mates, the people I had trained with were dropping like flies and there was nothing I could do.  
 

Sand covered me from head to toe but that was the last thing I was thinking about. All of a sudden I felt a huge thud, 
then there was only darkness as I gasped for air. I remember faint glimpses of being carried to safety. When I awoke 
the smell of blood was overpowering. I was one of the lucky ones; I had been carried off that beach instead of being 
left to die and now I get to go home to my family and will never have to fight again. 
 

I didn’t notice at first but my leg had been blown off on that beach on April 25th, a beach I never should have landed on 

and on a night I’ll never forget.  

 

 Kate Kelly  Year 9 

More photos from ANZAC Day 2018 



 

 

 

Greetings fellow Thespians!  
 
The school production of High School Musical is well under way for our 
performances on June 20

th
 & 21

st
. We are also delighted that some of our 

feeder primary schools will be attending our dress rehearsal matinee on 
19

th
 June. 

 
The cast have been working hard in rehearsals singing, dancing, learning lines and blocking scenes 
and is a real pleasure and privilege to work with such dedicated young people.  
 
We really have some talented students at Numurkah Secondary College. They are commended for 
their commitment, enthusiasm and dedication.  
 
Behind the scenes stagecraft work is coming along nicely too. Miss Winters is taking care of the 
specialist props and set items that are needed. Miss Edwards has her backstage crew. Miss Willis is 
whipping the cast into shape with the choreography. Miss Gierveld is a fantastic assistant director. 
Our special parent helper, Kath Mutimer, has joined our team with her expertise to assist with vocal 
training and to work with our cast on musical numbers and performance skills. Thanks, Kath! 
 
There have been some changes to the main cast. Kate Kelly is taking over the role of Sharpay 
Evans. Sophie Guy is our new Miss Darbus. Coby Eddy, Jordan Carter & Darcy West are the new 
skaters and newly cast Pim Hipwell is doing a sterling job of Jack Scott- The Velvet Fog of East 
High.  
 
A huge “THANK YOU” to Ms Carruthers and her Business Management class for running a free 
dress day, BBQ and “Guess the Lollies” on Friday 27

th
 April to raise much needed funds for our 

budget. 
 
To help with the fundraising, we are asking all cast, crew and others in our fabulous school 
community to donate items for 3 special hampers. We will sell tickets for $1 each or 6 for $5.  
 
The lucky winners of the hampers will be drawn on closing night of the production (21

st
 June). 

 
The hampers are titled: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you could donate a couple of items per hamper, that would be magnificent. So, next time you are 
doing your weekly shop at the supermarket, trawling the Reject shop or browsing in Bunnings, 
please throw a couple of special items in your trolley. 
 
If there are any other parents that would like to help out in any way, please contact Cassandra 
Willis, Samantha Gierveld or myself at the school. Your time and support will be greatly appreciated. 
 
 
“Getcha head in the game!” 
 
Rae Wood 

Director 

- eg. 
bath bombs, body lotion, 
soap, shampoo, manicure 
set, cleansing mask etc 

INDULGENCE HAMPER- 
eg. chocolates, scented 
candles, lollies, biscuits, 
glamourous table cloths etc 

GREEN THUMB- eg. garden-
ing items, plant pots, seeds, 
garden gnomes, hand tools,  
etc 



 

 

INTERACTIVE WAR MEMORBILIA— 

LITERACY HUB 

It has been great to see the students looking 
and touching the items in the Anzac Day display 
in the Literacy Hub. 

 

Whilst they may have heard about the 
experience of war, seen a movie or read about 
it, the genuine artefacts have inspired some 
genuine learning experiences. As they wore the 
Individual Load Carrying Equipment, opened the 
Hexamine stove, questioned the importance of 
the National Service Lottery ball and viewed the 
many photographs on display you could see 
their minds tick over. Whilst some students 
asked where I bought the zippo lighter and said 
that the photos were just set up they were 
surprised to learn that every item was genuine. 
Thanks to the Australia War Memorial for 
making this available. 

 

Miss Melanie Schols 

Teacher Librarian 



 

 

 

Term 2 NKR 
Week 1-Courtney Ciccone  

Week 1-Paige Sobey 

Week 2-Tayla Scouller  

Week 2-Ruby 

 

NKR kitchen headquarters have begun learning about fruit. Learning activities such as exploring 
the sensory properties of fruits, taste testing of fruits such as pomegranate and dragon fruit and 
comparing the nutritional properties of homemade versus commercial cordial have been 
successful. With various challenges set in coming weeks, it’s going to be a tight race to the finish. 
Good luck to all contestants.  

 

 

What’s in the BOX challenge 
Winning this challenge entities the contestant to pick three friends to join in a cooking session in 
the commercial kitchen To win, all you have to do is describe the appearance, aroma, texture and 
taste of a fruit and what category of fruit it comes from WITHOUT giving away the fruit name.   

 

Anna Corazza 

KLA Technology 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL—FUNDRAISER 
Assorted chips and chocolates will be on sale 
during: 

recess each Monday, and  

lunchtime each Thursday.  

All items $1.50 each.  See Mrs. Corazza in the 
yard to make your purchase. 



 

 

One Broad’s Journey with Breast Cancer  
– Kylie McIntosh 

 

Hi everyone! For those who have not met me yet, I am in my second year as a Maths Teacher at 
NSC.  It has always been my dream to be a teacher, and I am loving every moment of the 
experience – a career change in your mid 40s is empowering.  
 

Unfortunately however, I need to take a break for a few months due to health. 
 

The last 7 weeks have been a roller coaster… being diagnosed with Breast Cancer early March 
threw me for six!  I have had surgery, which has successfully removed the lump, and tests show 
that the cancer was restricted to the lump, ie. did not get to my lymph nodes – the best news I could 
ask for!!!! 
 

I am now in for months of treatment, starting with Chemotherapy (in Shepparton) early May, 
followed by Radiation Therapy (in Bendigo). My prognosis is EXCELLENT and I am very positive 
with what is to come.  This WILL NOT beat me!!!! 
 

What does this mean? I will be taking leave from the end of this week to undertake my treatment. 
With the support of Paul (Tozer) and the rest of the staff, I will try to do some Casual Relief 
Teaching when I feel able, so I hope to see the students again. My aim is to return the middle of 
Term 4. 
 

Staff have provided me with amazing support, from listening to me when I need to talk, taking me to 
medical appointments and now they are arranging working bees to chop wood, to get me through 
winter AND cook a range of meals to fill my freezer. This support network has nearly brought me to 
tears. 
 

The students have been so supportive, and all the staff are keeping an eye out for the students to 
make sure they are doing OK with this news. 
 

My support network continues out of school, with my family nearby, including my Mum who will take 
me to Chemotherapy… just as I did for her 4 ½ years ago. My hubby works at sea and will be away 
for the majority of Chemotherapy, so things at home will be interesting. But, I have my family and 
friends gearing up to help cook, do shopping and clean my house. In addition, my neighbour has 
volunteered to help me on the farm, take my bins to the highway each week and generally keep an 
eye out for me. 
 

The support since my diagnosis has floored me – I do not know how I will every thank all of these 
people.  Not to mention the amazing medical team I have and all they are doing to help me out. 
 

One last note, and this is for all the ladies out there – did you know the age for a free Mammogram 
is now 40? Go to your GP and get a referral, make the appointment at Nixon Street GV Imaging in 
Shepparton and get your free test.  I was lucky, I have been getting Mammograms since I was 40 
and this along with my own awareness of my body means I have caught it early. 
 

Resources available for support: 

https://www.canteen.org.au/  
 
https://www.bcna.org.au/  
 

Kylie McIntosh 

Maths KLA 

https://www.canteen.org.au/
https://www.bcna.org.au/
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