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Principal’s Report 
School for Student Leadership— 
Victorian Young Leaders to China 
I would like to wish our four representatives for the VYLC all 
the best as they embark on the school trip of a lifetime to 
China. Sam Kelly, Jalen Brown, Shannon Martin and Tessa 
Koopman will join a group of young leaders from schools 
around Victoria and fly out to Guangzhou in China. The VYL 
group has a close working relationship with their Sister-School, 
Utahloy International School Zengcheng China (UISZC). Our 
students will engage with a leadership, inter-cultural, language (Mandarin) and Asia literacy-based program under the 
guise of their China New Horizons (CNH) Program. 
 

The program has worked with UISZC for 4 years to refine CNH to meet the needs of Victorian students with beginning 
Mandarin literacy and who are new to international travel. 
 

The program includes living and learning on-site in a boarding school with 80 other international students, a one-week 
homestay component in the amazing remote village of Heishan in Qing Yuan County, Guangdong Province, and a one-
week outdoor education component on the South China Sea in the New Territories of Hong Kong at Pak Lap. This year 
we may include visits to Kowloon and Hong Kong. 
 

What an amazing opportunity! 
 

Year 10 Subject Selections 
This week we have been working with Year 10 students and their families to select senior courses for students who 
will be entering into Year 10. There are some important decisions to be made, beginning with which pathway is most 
appropriate for individual learning needs.  
 

Thanks to all of the families who have attended our course counselling sessions. While the official course counselling 
period is complete for Year 10 students, parents and students can consult with staff about course matters at any time 
and this applies to all year levels. It is never too early to start having pathways and career conversations at home or at 
school.  

 

Senior School Relaxation Sessions 
Each Tuesday for 5 weeks our senior students will have access to a range of stress relieving therapies. Georgia Ryan, a 
local therapist is coming in to expose our students to relaxation massage, yoga, meditation and aroma therapy. It is 
hoped that our students will be able to find a therapy that works for them and use the skill they have been shown to 
let them take relaxation breaks in-between busy study times, especially in the lead up to end of year exams.  

 

3D Print-a-Car Challenge 
Good luck to our team who have worked to develop a 3D printed race car which will be pitted against printed cars 

from all over the state on Monday. We have had some success in the past, making it to the finals and we hope that 

this year we can again light up the track.  
Paul Tozer 

Principal . 

China bound—Jalen Brown, Tessa Koopman, Shannon Martin & Sam Kelly 



 

 

From the Assistant Principal’s Desk 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day 

Congratulations to Year 8 students Sis Coles and Bree Fullford for 
their organisation of celebrations for National Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day. Activities included face 
painting, burojin, and the creation of a banner symbolising the 
vision of all children learning together.  Thank you to all students 
who put their hand print on the banner, and to Year 8 students 
Trinity Watson, Tracey Crocker, Montana Hill, Amber Burston and 
Andy Lynch who supported Sis and Bree with all activities. The 
celebration also raised $120, which will be donated to various 
early learning centres for the purchase of aboriginal story books.  
Great community service demonstrated by our fantastic students. 
 

 

Attendance 

As you are no doubt aware, every day counts when it comes to your education.  I am sure you are also not 
surprised by the link between regular attendance and successful academic performance, connectedness to 
school and peers, and future success in the workplace/further study.  Besides this, we look forward to seeing 
you each and every day. 
 

Being away from school for 1 day per fortnight equals missing  

 

1.5 years over 13 years of school!!!!!!!!! 

 

For parents, please find attached the ‘Every Day Counts Secondary School Attendance’ sheet which provides 
tips, strategies and support for getting your teenagers to school. Please do not hesitate to contact your 
child’s Year Level Leader, Stan Thomas, Wellbeing Leading Teacher Cassie Willis, Lorraine Madex, Paul or 
myself if you have any concerns regarding your child’s attendance.   
 

 

Transition news: 

Our SLC Transition Team have been busy this week writing welcome notes 
and visiting Primary schools this week to welcome our students who will 
be beginning their Secondary School Journey at Numurkah Secondary 
College in 2019.  The grade six students certainly enjoyed the visits, and 
posed lots of interesting questions to our Year 11 Transition Ambassadors 
Renee Kennedy, April Phyland, Shanae McPherson and Chloe Taylor.  Our 
Transition Ambassadors, along with new recruits, Year 9 Students 
Taneisha Cursons and Rebecca Nicholson, will be revamping the Year 7 
Buddy System and providing ideas on making sure that all new students 
feel happy, welcome and ready to learn! 
 

 
Jennifer Attard 

Assistant Principal 



 

 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
Follow the Numurkah Secondary College facebook page for action shots of our students 
attending excursions, updates, and sometimes the fun activities your child is having at school! 

Wellbeing 
Our Wellbeing Team would appreciate donations of any items of school uniform that you no longer need. 
Please contact the General Office if you can assist. 

Four of our Year 9 students (Jalen Brown, Sam Kelly, Tessa Koopman, Shannon Martin) are heading off this Saturday to 
attend the Student Leadership school, for the remainder of this term. As Victorian Young Leaders, their experience will 
involve spending 6 weeks in China taking part in a range of exciting opportunities which will develop their personal, 
social and leadership capabilities. 

 

We wish them a wonderful time! 

Miss Cassandra Willis 
Leading teacher (student wellbeing & engagement) 

Health & Physical Education Teacher & Year 9 Program Coordinator 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Mick Holding (President),  Roger Jones (Vice President), 
Paul Tozer, Jennifer Attard, Peter Smyth, Christine 
Sigley, Pam McPherson, Jacqui Martin, Andrea Holmes, 
Donna Grandell and Damien Hipwell. 
 

Next Meeting  - 15th August Dinner Meeting 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

August 
23 Comic Con Dress Up Day (Book Week). 
24 NSC Athletics Carnival 

September 
4-6 Outdoor Ed Units  2&4 Ski Trip 
12&13 Beacon Polish Day 
13 Senior Formal 
14 YOLO (You Only Live Once) Day. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 



 

 

SEPEP PROGRAM (Sport Education 
for Physical Education)  
 

Over the past 4 weeks Year 7-1 have been participating in a 
SEPEP program for their PE classes, focusing on the sport of 
Thunder Hoc. SEPEP (Sport Education for Physical Education 
Program) is a unit, which allows the students to take specific 
roles within their teams as we learn Thunder Hoc skills. Some 
of the positions include coaches, captains, scribes for 
newspaper articles and umpires and when their team is the 
duty team, they are responsible for officiating the games. The 
Year 7-1 Thunder Hoc season was a hotly contested one and 
resulted in an overall win to the Roaring Lions who went 
through the season undefeated. Congratulations to Team 
Captain Taihla Harris who led his side well across the 
tournament. Individual winners of each Teams B&F awards 
were Nathan Wallace, Ryan Wyatt and Ainsleigh Banner for 
their respective teams, with encouragement awards given for 
fantastic teamwork and participation across the unit to Amy 
Hibberson, Braidyn Dicker and Deisel Knorpp.  

 

Congratulations to all of the students from 7-1 for their efforts 
in PE classes!   
 

Mr Andrew Nichols 

PE / Outdoor Education Teacher 

Trench Warfare  
Mr Kam's Year 10 Humanities class have been studying 
'Trench Warfare'. To get a feel of what it may have been 
like, they took part in a 'Nerf War'. After the activity we 
were able to discuss the difficulties and great loss of lives 
that our soldiers experienced through ‘Trench Warfare’.  
 
Some of the comments from our students; 
 
It was a great way to learn - Taylah McKenzie 

It was an interesting experience- Daimyn White 

It was good that everyone got involved . Kayla Quaife 

It was the best Humanities class I’ve had - Darcy Holding 

 

Mr Peter Kam 

Year 10 Humanities Teacher 



 

 

A shelfie is a picture of a person’s bookshelf. It might contain books that the person holds dear, 
uses for work or reads for pleasure. Can you identify the Numurkah SC staff member from their 
shelfie?  

See Miss Wood to register your guess. Correct guesses will win a prize! 

 

Shelfie #1:…………………………………… Shelfie #2:…………………………………… 

Shelfie #3…………………………………… Shelfie #4…………………………………… 



 

 

Lunchtime Activities 

Why not come along and enjoy some of 
the many options available to you with our 
lunchtime activities. Check the timetable 
to pick your activity. 

Mon Manga Drawing in the Literacy Hub with Ms. Schols. 
Indoor Sports in the Gym  with Ms. Meads 
Textiles Club in T2 with Miss Reid 
Equestrian Club in M1 
Art Club in the art rooms with Ms. Winters 

Tues Textiles Club in T2 with Miss Reid 
SLC Meetings with Ms Willis in M1. 

Wed Board Games in the Literacy Hub with Ms. Schols 
Textiles Club in T2 with Miss Reid 

Thur Board Games in the Literacy Hub with Ms. Schols 
Indoor Sports in the Gym with Ms. Meads 
Textiles Club in T2 with Miss Reid 
Yoga in the Hall with Miss Wood 

Fri Book Club in the Literacy Hub with Ms. Schols 
Dance Club in the Hall with Ms. Willis 
Art Club in the art rooms with Ms. Winters. 

 

 

Spray Jackets—now in stock 
 

We now have NSC spray jackets in stock for any students feeling 
the cold.  These may be purchased for $50.00 at the General 
Office. 



 

 

Literacy Hub News 
A new display went up in the Literacy Hub this week! The display is called the Top 100 Young Adult books to 
read in a lifetime! It has become quite the thing to count how many of the 100 one has read. To date English 
teacher, Lesley Valpied is topping the charts at 50, with Kitarna Drury-Smith our top read student at 21. The 
books on the list are a part of the display and are able to be borrowed by students and teachers, with many 
wanting to up their numbers. Come and tell me your number! 
 

Don’t forget the upcoming “Find Your Treasure” Book Week events: 
Monday 20th August  Treasure/Scavenger Hunt  
Wednesday 22nd August  The Great Book Swap 
Thursday 23rd August  Comic Con (Dress Up Day) 
 
Keep reading, you never know where it will take you! 
 

Miss Melanie Schols 

Teacher Librarian 

Book:  Scarecrow 
Author: Matthew Reilly  
IT IS THE GREATEST BOUNTY HUNT IN HISTORY 
There are 15 targets. And they must all be dead by 12 noon, today. The price on their 
heads: $20 million each. 
ONE HERO 
Among the names on the target list, one stands out. An enigmatic Marine named Shane 
Schofield, call-sign: SCARECROW. 
NO LIMITS 
And so Schofield is hunted by gangs of international bounty hunters, including the 
'Black Knight', a ruthless hunter who seems intent on eliminating only him. He led his 
men into hell in Ice Station. He protected the President against all odds in Area 7. This 
time it's different. Because this time SCARECROW is the target. 

Recommended by:  Jack Millen (Year 10) 
Matthew Reilly novels are filed in both Mystery and Adventure sections of the Literacy Hub. 
 
 
 

Book:  Simon Vs The Homo Sapiens Agenda 
Author: Becky Albertalli 
 

Sixteen-year-old and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers to save his drama for the 
school musical. But when an email       falls into the wrong hands, his secret is at risk of 
being thrust into the spotlight. Now Simon is actually being blackmailed: if he doesn’t 
play wingman for class clown Martin, his sexual identity will become everyone’s 
business. Worse, the privacy of Blue, the pen name of the boy he’s been emailing, will 
be compromised. 
 
With some messy dynamics emerging in his once tight-knit group of friends, and his 
email correspondence with Blue growing more flirtatious every day, Simon’s junior year 
has suddenly gotten all kinds of complicated. Now, change-averse Simon has to find a 
way to step out of his comfort zone before he’s pushed out—without alienating his 
friends, compromising himself, or fumbling a shot at happiness with the most 
confusing, adorable guy he’s never met. 
New to our LGBTQIA section. 

Recommended by:  Mrs Kylie Hicks 

Recommended Reads 

@ numurkah_sclh 



 

 

Every day counts 
 

Secondary School Attendance 
 

Going to school every day is the single most 
important part of your teenager’s education.  
 

Students learn new things at school every day 
– missing school puts them behind.  
 

School is better when your teenager is there 
 

Why it’s important 
 
We all want our students to get a great education, 
and the building blocks for a great education begin 
with students coming to school each and every day. 
 
Students develop good habits by going to school 
every day – habits that are necessary to succeed after 
school, whether in the workplace or in further study. 
 
Missing school can have a big impact on students 
academically and socially. It can affect their test 
results, including VCE & VCAL, and, just as 
importantly, it can affect their relationships with 
other students, and lead to social isolation. 
 
There is no safe number of days for missing school – 
each day a student misses puts them behind, and can 
affect their educational outcomes. 
 
Each missed day is associated with falling behind in 
subject topics and assessment tasks, and lead to 
fewer subject choices and may impact on 
achievement in years 11 and 12 and post-school 
pathways.  
 
Getting in early 
 
It’s never too late to improve attendance. Even in the 
middle years, when school can seem the most 
challenging for students and when attendance rates 
can be at their lowest,  going to school more often 
can make a big difference. Every day counts.  
Schools are there to help – if you’re having 
attendance issues with your child, speak to your 
school about ways to address those issues. 

In Victoria school is compulsory for children 
and young people aged 6 – 17 years 
 

Student Absences  
 

The main reasons for absence are: 
 

Sickness – There are always times when students 
need to miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s vital 
that they’re only away on the days they are genuinely 
sick, and setting good sleep patterns, eating well and 
exercising regularly can make a big difference. 
 

Family holidays - It's vital that holidays are planned 
during school holidays where possible, and not during 
the term. If you are planning to go on holiday during 
term time, make sure that you talk to your school in 
advance, and work with them to develop an absence 
learning plan. 
 

“Day off” – Think twice before letting your teenager 
have a “day off” as they could fall behind their 
classmates – every day counts. 
 

Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to 
school without their parent’s permission or skip out 
of school during the day. There can be many reasons 
for truancy; the best way to address this is for schools 
and parents to work together. 
 

While all absences can effect academic performance, 
DET’s statistics show that unexcused absences are a 
much stronger indicator of lower reading and maths 
achievement. 
 

School refusal - School refusing children experience 
significant emotional distress not only when going to 
school but also at the thought of going to school; they 
may be absent from school for weeks or even months 
at a time. School refusal differs from truancy as 
children generally stay home with the knowledge of 
the parents and despite their best efforts to 
encourage their child to go to school.  
See: My child or teenager has anxiety 
 

Being away from school for 1 day a fortnight 
equals missing 1.5 years over 13 years of school 
 

 If your teenager is away 
 

If for any reason your teenager must miss school, 
there are things you can do with your school to 
ensure they don’t fall behind: 

· Inform the school via your teen’s Form/Home 
Room teacher or Year Level Coordinator 



 

 

· Find out what work your teenager needs to do 
to keep up. 

 
· Develop an absence learning plan with your 

teenager’s teacher and ensure they complete 
the plan. 

 
Remember, every day counts. If your teenager must 
miss school, speak with your home room teacher or 
year level coordinator as early as possible. 
 
Openly communicating with your teenager’s school 
about all absences is a good way to prevent 
attendance issues being escalated to a School 
Attendance Officer. A School Attendance Officer is a 
Department of Education and Training Regional 
Director who has authority to follow up attendance 
issues. Chronic or ongoing attendance issues that are 
escalated can lead to an Infringement Notice being 
issued to parent/s. 
 
If you’re having attendance issues with your 
teenager, please let the year level coordinator, 
wellbeing coordinator, principal or other relevant 
staff member know so you can work together to get 
your teen to school every day. 
 

Top attendance tips for parents 
· Schools want to work in partnership with 

parents – act early if you have any concerns by 
contacting your child’s school and asking for 
advice and support 

 
· Remember that every day counts 
 
· There is no safe number of days for missing 

school – each day a student misses puts them 
behind, and can affect their educational 
outcomes and their social connectedness 

 
· Talk positively about school and the importance 

of attending every day 
 
· Open and prompt communication with your 

child’s school about all absences is a good idea  
 
· Avoid making routine medical and dental 

appointments during the school day or planning 
family holidays during the term 

 

· Seek help from your school if you are concerned 
about your child’s attendance and wellbeing. 
Schools want to work in partnership with 
parents to support student attendance and 
wellbeing. 

 
 
 
 

Further information  
For more information and resources to help address 
attendance issues, visit: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/
behaviour/Pages/studentattendance.aspx  



 

 

Community Noticeboard 


