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Principal’s Report 
 

Presentation Evening 
Our big night of celebrations was conducted on Monday, 10

th
 December, and what a fantastic event it was! We are very 

lucky to have such a supportive community who supported the night and added prestige to a range of the awards.  

 

I would like to congratulate all of our winners on the night. You have certainly earnt the awards you have received 
through your dedication to your studies and your extra-curricular pursuits. Well done also to students who have had 
other achievements throughout 2018 that may not have led you on to the stage, but have helped you to grow as a 
person and as a learner.  

 

Our guest speakers are always a high point of the night and this year was no exception. We 
were fortunate to have former student Lindsay Cook attend and fill us in on what he has 
been up to since leaving the college. Lindsay went to University following NSC, but soon 
found that he was drawn to law enforcement where he has risen through the ranks to now be 
the Acting Inspector of Policing Services in the City of Banyule. Lindsay had some great 
messages to share with our students who were in attendance and he even put in a plug for 
the opportunities with Victoria Police.  

 

Lindsay was not the only alumni to share some stories with us. We had former school 
captains, Austin Jones and Kasey Baker tell us about their journey post NSC. Austin has 
gained a teaching position for 2019 and Kasey is a fully qualified paramedic; great work 
guys. We also had Brittney Bowen, our 2017 Dux, let us know how her first year of university 
studying radiography has gone and she too had some fantastic tips for current students. 

 

Student performances were my highlights, with Darcy Eddy performing a solo piece with the acoustic guitar and vocals, 
Pim Hipwell and Kitarna Drury-Smith presenting one of their Numurkah 9 projects and the big finale from the High 
School Musical Crew. Well done to everyone involved.  

 

Our school captains made us proud once again during their final official duty. I would like to thank them for their efforts 
on presentation night, but also for the great work they have done over the year. You have been brilliant role models for 
the rest of the student body.  

 

School Dux 

Congratulations to Megan Fischer, who is the 2018 College Dux. Megan achieved a score that will allow her to pursue 
her studies further in Engineering at Swinburne University; a great reward for the hard work that you put in Megan.  

Well done to all of our students who completed their exams and have received the results that will allow you to follow 
your chosen pathways.   

Cont.. 

Committee Members 

Mick Holding (President),  Roger Jones (Vice President), 
Paul Tozer, Jennifer Attard, Peter Smyth, Christine 
Sigley, Pam McPherson, Jacqui Martin, Andrea Holmes,  
and Damien Hipwell. 
 

Next Meeting  - 11
th
 February 2019 

SCHOOL COUNCIL DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

January 

29 NSC Office Opens and Teachers Return 

30 Years 7, 11 and 12 Commence 

31 Years 8, 9 and 10 Commence 

February 

1 VCAL Students Commence 



 

 

Farewells 

At the end of each year we say goodbye to staff who are heading into retirement or taking on new opportunities. For us, 
this is tinged with sadness, but of course we are happy for them to be moving into another exciting chapter of their lives.  

 

Kylie McIntosh and Xavier Trevaskis will leave our Maths department and we thank them for the great work they have 
done while at NSC.  

 

Glenda Elliott will also say goodbye after supporting our students for over 20 years. We have a whole team of staff who 
care for our students each day, but I don’t know if I’ve seen any that care more than Glenda. Thank you Glenda, on be-
half of the many, many student’s lives you have made better! 

 

This year we also farewell our Careers Officer, Fay Scadden. Fay started in the office before tak-
ing on her role in careers, and get into careers she did. Fay became a nationally recognised ca-
reers practitioner who received numerous awards for her work, both in our college and within the 
network.  

 

Our amazing Assistant Principal, Jennifer Attard, is also leaving us and chasing the sun up to 
Queensland. Jen’s impact on our college has been enormous. Through the wide range of roles 
she has carried out over the years, Jen has had a significant impact on making NSC the great 
place to learn and grow that it is. Jen will be missed by staff, students and parents alike. I would 
like to thank her for the incredible job she has done and I wish you all the best for your next role.  

 

2019 School Commencement 
Teachers will return to school on Tuesday, 29

th
 January. We will once again conduct a staggered start to the year for 

students, with Years 7, 11 and 12 returning on Wednesday, 30
th
 January and Years 8, 9 and 10 starting on Thursday, 

31
st
 January. VCAL students will have their first school day on Friday, 1

st
 February.   

 

Thank you to everyone who has supported the college throughout 2018 and I look forward to working with you again in 
2019. Have a safe and happy Christmas break! 

Paul Tozer,   

Principal 

From the Assistant Principals desk – for the last time  
Wow – where has the time gone??!!  In June 2014 I was honoured to be appointed Assistant Principal of Numurkah 
Secondary College.  Four and a half years on I am still so very grateful for the opportunity to work, learn and grow in 
such an amazing school with such an abundance of passionate educators and education support professionals.  
Without doubt for me the highlight of my time has been to watch our students learn, grow and thrive. The opportunities 
and experiences NSC offers students through the classroom, assemblies, excursions, incursions, guest speakers, 
student leadership, performing arts, camps, transition and sport is very clearly second to none!  To say I will miss our 
students is an understatement – and I look forward to hearing of their journeys from my new home in Queensland, 
where I will begin my new role as Dean of Students (Year 12) at Palm-Beach Currumbin State High School.  

 

I would like to sincerely thank our parents for sharing your 
children with us and for working together to ensure that your 
child gets the very best from their education. I will make 
particular mention of all of the parent members of the NSC 
College Council I have worked alongside, who give up their 
time to ensure that the college continues to provide a quality 
education for all.  To our teaching and Education Support Team 
– thank you for the amazing professionalism, innovation, effort 
and enthusiasm you bring to your roles. The comradery 
amongst the staff at NSC is something to be very proud of. To 
Paul, Francesca, Cassie and Troy; I will miss working with such 
a dynamic leadership team. 

 

Wishing everyone a wonderful festive season, and a happy, 
healthy and exciting 2019!!!!!! 

 

Jennifer Attard,    Assistant Principal Odd Socks Day October 2017 



 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR 2019 YEAR 7’s 

On 11
th
 December, we welcomed our new Year 7 cohort to 

NSC for their orientation day. 

 

The students were introduced to staff and to our College 
Vice Captains, and were given important information about 
school life. 

 

The Vice Captains have been working hard to re-establish 
our buddy system, and they introduced the Year 7’s to their 
new school buddy. They then ran some getting to know you 
games with their buddies and new peers. 

 

The students participated in some classes throughout the 
day, before taking part in a scavenger hunt at the end of the 
day. 

 

We look forward to seeing all our new year 7 students back 
with us on 30th January 2019. 

 



 

 

@ numurkah_sclh 

Literacy Hub News—Ebooks and Audio Books 

It is with great pleasure that I can advise NSC Literacy Hub is now providing 
students and staff with access to hundreds, if not thousands of ebooks and audio 
books. Students are able to access this over the summers holidays…...information 
on how to access this will be provided to students shortly, or keep an eye on the 
Literacy Hub Instagram site for further access information (Numurkah SCLH) and 
NSC Facebook page. 
 
As the 2018 school year closes, prizes have been awarded to the top Library users 
of the year. The most active borrowers for 2018 were as follows (pictured are just 
a few of the winners): 
 
 
 
 

Riley borrowed 47 books over the year and won a book voucher, with the remaining students receiving a canteen 
voucher. It has been a pleasure providing these students with books that they have enjoyed reading! 
 

The Top 100 Young Adult books to read in a lifetime is a perpetual competition with the initial winners for most read 
books from the list being: 
Student: Kitarna Drury Smith (21)   Teacher: Ms Valpied (50) 
 

The winners for increasing the number of these books read in a year were: 
Student:  Jarryd Hook (5)     Teacher: Ms Carruthers (6) 
 

Studies show that if students stop reading altogether for the holidays their English levels actually decrease by two 
months, so encourage as much reading as possible. The new ebooks and audio books are a great start if there are no 
readily available books. 
 

Wishing you and your families a great festive season with lots of enjoyable reading.   

Miss Melanie Schols—Teacher Librarian 

Recommended Reads 
Book:  The Haunting of Lily Frost               Author: Nova Weetman 

An atmospheric and chilling ghost story debut from a talented young adult author. If you haven’t 
been to Gideon, you’re lucky. It’s this boring little town about two hours from the city. 

When Lily Frost’s parents make her move from the only home and best friend she’s ever known 
to a country town, things are dire. Lily knows no one – but someone seems to know her. Upon 
entering her new attic bedroom, Lily faints. Coming to, she’s overcome by someone else’s secrets 
– the girl who lived there before. Determined to uncover why, she is thrown into the path of cute 
local boy Danny, who just happened to be the girl’s ex-boyfriend. 

After Lily finds out the girl mysteriously disappeared a year ago, she discovers that the one-street 
town holds more twists and turns than originally meets the eye. For Lily, life in this small town is 
about to get very interesting as she finds herself seeing things she thought belonged to the dead. 

This new novel is a part of the Horror Genre 

Recommended by:  Tayla Scouller 
    
 

Book:  Ballad for a Mad Girl                  Author: Vikki Wakefield 

Everyone knows seventeen-year-old Grace Foley is a bit mad. She’s a prankster and a risk-
taker, and she’s not afraid of anything—except losing. As part of the long-running feud 
between two local schools in Swanston, Grace accepts a challenge to walk the pipe.  

That night she experiences something she can’t explain. The funny girl isn’t laughing 
anymore. She’s haunted by voices and visions—but nobody believes a girl who cries wolf. 

As she’s drawn deeper into a twenty-year-old mystery surrounding missing girl Hannah Holt, 
the thin veil between this world and the next begins to slip. She can no longer tell what’s real 
or imagined—all she knows is the ghosts of Swanston, including that of her own mother, are 
restless. It seems one of them has granted her an extraordinary gift at a terrible price. 

Everything about her is changing—her body, her thoughts, even her actions seem to belong 
to a stranger. Grace is losing herself, and her friends don’t understand. Is she moving closer 
to the truth? Or is she heading for madness? 

This new novel is a part of the Quick Reads Genre 

Recommended by:  Savannah Shanahan 

Riley Dixon Holly Hodgson Keisha Crisp Jalen Brown 

Kaitlyn Dicker Taihla Harris Payge Seymour Nathaniel Calder  



 

 

Mon Indoor Sports in the Gym  with Ms. Meads 

Equestrian Club in M1 with Ms. Gierveld 

Art Club in the art rooms with Ms. Winters 

Minecraft in D2 with Ms. Carruthers 

Tues SLC Meetings with Ms Willis in M1. 

Manga Drawing in the Library with Ms. Schols 

Wed Board Games in the Library with Ms. Schols 

Thur Indoor Sports in the Gym with Ms. Meads 

 

Fri Book Club in the Library with Ms. Schols 

Dance Club in the Hall with Ms. Willis 

Art Club in the art rooms with Ms. Winters. 

 Textiles room is open for student access to create 
new works or catch up on class projects on 
varying days. Pop by and see if the room is open. 

Lunchtime Activities 
Come along and enjoy some of the many 
options available to you with our lunch-
time activities. Check the timetable to 
pick your activity. 

 

 

The new Year 11 students had a blast on the 
Urban Camp on the 28

th
 - 30

th
 November. 

They learned how to navigate their way around 
the Melbourne CBD using public transport, and 
enjoyed the autonomy of being able to explore 
the city without direct supervision. Highlights 
included seeing the sun set over Melbourne 
from the Eureka Skydeck, taking a ferry ride 
along the Yarra River, ice-skating, retail 
therapy (shopping) at DFO and Queen Victoria 
Market and a visit to the planetarium and 
lightning room at Scienceworks. A great time 
was had by all, including Miss Gierveld, Miss 
Winters, Mr Nicholls and Mr Oster. 

YEAR 10  
URBAN  
CAMP 



 

 

Second-hand Book and Uniform Sales 
 

If you are wanting to purchase or sell second hand text books or uniforms have you considered having a look 

at NSC Buy, Swap, Sell page on Facebook? We are trialling this idea and welcome feedback from students 

and parents on how we could improve this page. 

In partnership with University of Melbourne’s lecturers, Sharyn and Annalise, Year 7, 8 and 9 students of 
Numurkah Secondary College (NSC) have again this year been able to access the Object Based Learning 
(OBL) program. This program is designed to expose students to a range of replica and real objects from 
ancient societies and correlates with their studies in History around Ancient Civilisations and Egypt.  

 

In the last couple of weeks some students from all year levels have journeyed to Melbourne to complete 
activities associated with the OBL program. While in Melbourne, the Year 7 students participate in activities 
in the specialist OBL lab at the university and visit the NGV Melbourne which was an added highlight of this 
year’s OBL program. 

 

The Year 8 students who were interested in exploring Ancient Civilisations further were offered another 
Melbourne visit to the OBL labs at the University of Melbourne. During a tour of the university’s conservancy 
labs, students were shown how scanning for elements and the fluorescing properties of paint help Historians 
with their work, both investigating and conserving artefacts. The afternoon activity had students work in 
teams to classify objects they found in their archaeological dig; recording, classifying and reconstruction 
objects they had found. Students were then encouraged to form conclusions about what the objects found on 
their site said about people who had lived there in ancient times.  

 

A group of Year 9 students followed up their work in the past two years with further OBL workshops both at 
school and in Melbourne. The highlight for most of the group during their Melbourne trip was the VR 
experience of Nephritis’s tomb. They also visited the OBL labs and had a tour of a Melbourne Metro tunnel 
archaeological dig at, what will become, the new Library station. The lead archaeologist on site explained 
how a dig is undertaken, why it is important to record the objects and the usages for a site. The students also 
were able to ask questions about the objects found during this excavation and what story they tell us about 
early Melbourne.  

 

Fiona Carruthers  

Humanities KLA Leader 

        Object Based Learning 



 

 

G’Day USA 
In January, 9 students and myself will be travelling to California in the USA for 3 
weeks. We will go to a number of theme parks in Los Angeles (including 
Disneyland), be hosted with families in San Diego (and maybe even go to 
prom!), and visit Alcatraz in San Francisco. We’ve been doing some fundraising, and in particular a 
generous donation by Brad Adams in return for some farm work has allowed us to partake in a 
number of extra activities. We’re all looking forward to this amazing opportunity. 

 

Miss Samantha Gierveld—VCE Coordinator and G’Day USA Coordinator 

NSC Facebook Follow the Numurkah Secondary College Facebook page for action shots of 

our students attending excursions updates, and sometimes the fun activities your child is having at 
school! 

Year 10 Creative Writing 
In English last term, Year 10 Students were asked to respond creatively to the question “Are humans innate-
ly or naturally good, or bad?”. This allowed students a chance to respond with their own feelings after having 
studied ‘Boy in Striped Pyjamas’, ‘Mississippi Burning’, ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ and a range of conflict poetry 
throughout the year. Some chose to respond with speeches, letters, poems, while one student even took on 
a challenge and wrote a song! We were blown away by the work that Year 10 put into this task, and we 
would like to share with you one of the shorter pieces below.  

 

 

 

Humans 

Innately bad 

Selfish and Ignorant 

Thinking only of themselves 

Young, white, confused: “Jew Boy” 

Trapped behind fences, striped pyjamas: 

Black, brown and grey, the colours of dirt. 

The smell of smoke rises high above the camp. 

Sounds of crackling roaming through the blue skies. 

Innocent Jews killed. Their lives cut short in an instant. 

No feeling guilty, only honour: “Heil Hitler”. 

People brought up wrong, no compassion. 

Families of the Jews destroyed, broken. 

Stench of death, burnt smell of flesh. 

Pain. Destruction. Torture. 

No mercy. 

Humans 

 

Jayden Lawrence- Year 10, 2018 

In response to ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’. 



 

 

 

SUMMER PROGRAM—FUNFIELDS EXCURSION 
 

On 19
th
 December, 38 students attended our end of year summer program excur-

sion to Funfields in Whittlesea. It was an early start, but so worth it to arrive early 
and get a good picnic spot! 

 

The students enjoyed challenging and racing each other on the various rides and 
slides throughout the day… and so did the teachers! 

 

Mr Kam and Mr Kelly showed a few nerves on the Gravity Wave slide, but 
came off laughing by the end. Mr Nicholls managed to beat Miss Gierveld at 
mini-golf… but only by 3 points!  

 

Holly made a bet with Ebony that she couldn’t last the whole Voodoo ride 
without screaming…. But she lost! Badly! There was lots of screaming! 

 

All in all, it was a fantastic day which was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone! 
Last one in the wave pool next year buys the ice-cream! 

 

Miss Cassandra Willis 
Leading teacher (student wellbeing & engagement) 

 



 

 

YEAR 8 CAMP—
ANGLESEA 
From the 11

th
 to the 14

th
 of December, the Year 8 students embarked on 

trip to Anglesea, accompanied by the two 2019 school captains, Adam 
Mansfield and Trinity Jose. The students stayed at Camp Wilkin, where 
they enjoyed the copious amounts of food and a new game called 9-up, 
a cross between volleyball and down ball. Due to some unfortunate 
weather on Thursday the students were unable to participate in the high 
ropes course and bike riding but, was replaced with a disco with the 
teachers having a sing and going to the beach when the rain had 
stopped. Fortunately, when it was time to surf the weather was perfect 
and the waves were a great height for beginners, it was great to see 
everyone getting up and having a go, with many people able to stand, it 
was a great day for everyone. The camp was enjoyable and strongly 
recommended. 

 

By Trinity Jose and Adam Mansfield.  

A note (and farewell) from the  
Careers Office 

If someone had told me, when I was in Year 10, that I would become a Careers Practitioner in my 
40’s, I probably would have laughed at the notion. Mainly because Dedicated Career Practitioners 
were non-existent when I was 16. But life is full of surprises and challenges and I have enjoyed my 
(unusual) role immensely. 
 

As is want, with Careers, mine is about to change. I have long service leave planned for 2019, and will (more than 
likely) not return. A new family business has provided me with new challenges to meet and new skills to develop 
(education never stops!).  
 

Numurkah Secondary College is a fantastic school and I have loved my job (both in the office and in careers), the kids 
are amazing and the staff are brilliant. (I am not 100% convinced that staff, students or parents truly understand what a 
gift education at Numurkah is, or can be).  The Numurkah business community continually inspire me with their 
generosity and willingness to support our youth, and my job was made far easier because of this. I would like to thank 
all staff for their support and collegiality and wish every student all the best as they move slowly and steadily towards 
the world of work.   
 

I also wish David Kelly every success as he nervously takes over the reins of Careers.  He is equally excited and 
daunted about his new chapter.  
 

If someone had told me, when I was in Year 10, that I would own & run a dog kennel & cattery when I was in my 50’s, I 
would have laughed out loud! 
 

Career life - it is exciting like that! 
 

Fay Scadden 



 

 

 

Visit your doctors clinic for non 
emergency issues: 

 

Quinn Street Clinic:  

5862 2044 

Numurkah Medical 

Centre 

5862 2111 

Christmas period emergency contacts for 
students needing assistance 

             Urgent Mental Health Treatment 
                1300 369 005 

For Life Threatening Emergencies dial 000.   

  Urgent care Centre for  
          Emergencies  

Compulsory Online Netball Club Registrations  
 

The Katunga Football Netball Club invites all new and past players to participate 
in our 2019 season.  This year we have introduced online registrations for ALL 
netballers to assist coaches for grade selections and trials. No trials will be held 
for junior players however you will still need to register online to give coaches 
an idea of numbers. 
 

All intending junior and senior players MUST be registered by no later than 31 
January 2019. Only under extenuating circumstances, individual cases will be 
considered by the selection panel in conjunction with the executive committee whose 
decision is final. 
 

Please share with any new players who may be wishing to join the KFNC.  
 

Please complete the online Club Registration Survey which you will find on our website at 
www.katungafnc.sportingpulse.net 
 

For further information please contact please contact Stacey Weeks on 0401 362 908 or Aimee 
Sidebottom 0400 734 831 or email katungafnc@outlook.com.  

katungafnc.sportingpulse.net
mailto:katungafnc@outlook.com


 

 


