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Principal’s Report 
 

Farewell 
After nine years, it is with mixed feelings that I write my last report for the Numurkah Secondary College 
newsletter. I would like to thank our wonderful college community for the support you have shown me during 
my time as both Assistant Principal and Principal of the college.  
 
I have been fortunate to work with a fantastic staff, both teaching and non-teaching, who turn up every day 
with the complete focus of helping students to achieve in the best way they can. As an education system, we 
continually research and analyse best practice to determine what works best in the classroom. With this 
information our current teaching staff, I am confident, are the most capable group of teachers to ever walk 
the halls, as they are prepared to learn new teaching strategies and put them into practice.  
 
Our school staff have been well supported by our School Council, who during my time at the college have 
provided input to improve the college in many ways. Thank you to every member of the council who has 
served and I know that our current School Council President, Roger Jones, will continue to lead a highly 
effective Council for our college.  
 
There have been two recurring themes throughout my newsletter articles as principal. Reading and parent 
engagement. I just can not overstate the importance of literacy skills for students. Regardless of a student’s 
reading level, improving where they are will help them in every aspect of their schooling and 
for their lives beyond our gates. Establishing a reading culture within your homes is one of 
the best gifts you will be able to give your child.  
 
Strong parent engagement has been shown to have a huge impact on student achievement 
and we continue to invite you to engage with us through the many opportunities the college 
provides and through contacting us with any queries or concerns. You know your children 
best, so your advice and observations are invaluable to us.  
 
I know you will support our Acting Principal, Craig Burdon over the next term. Craig is a very 
experienced principal and has seamlessly worked in with the Numurkah Secondary College culture of high 
expectations for all students and staff. I will certainly be keeping in touch with the Numurkah community and 
look forward to hearing about the fantastic student achievements that I know will continue into the future.  
 
I hope everyone has a fantastic break and all the best for 2019.  
 
 

 

Paul Tozer,   

Principal 
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Next Meeting  6
th
 May 2019 

SCHOOL COUNCIL DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

April 
23 Term 2 begins—Classes resume 

25 Anzac Day—Public Holiday 
26 NSC Cross Country 

May 
11 Deb Ball. 



 

 

From the Assistant Principal’s Desk 
As we bring to a close Term 1, I would like to take the opportunity to thank the students, staff and 
community for a wonderful term of learning and support.  It has been inspiring to see what students can 
achieve when they are engaged in their learning and the leadership qualities exhibited by a large number 
of our students are outstanding.  I look forward to seeing enhanced learning and leadership in the time 
ahead.  

 

On Electronic Devices: 
As we commence next term, our department’s and school’s mobile phone and other personal electronic 
device (including music players and buds/monitors in ears etc) policy will be stringently implemented.   
 

What does this mean for students?  Students may use their mobile phones and other personal electronic 
devices during Recess and Lunch.  During class time, these devices must be switched off and out of sight.  
This includes during movement between classes.  If students use their devices during prescribed learning 
times, they will be required to surrender the device.  In the first instance, this will be for the remainder of the 
day.  In any repeat incidents, students will be required to surrender the device until a parent/carer comes to 
a meeting to collect the device.        
 

How can parent/carers help?  Recess is from 10:36am – 11:09am and Lunch is 12:57pm – 1:52pm.  If you 
wish to contact your child/ward directly, it is appreciated if you contact them during these times.  If it is an 
emergency, please phone the office on 5862 1088 and we will get your child/ward.   
 

There are some that will argue the case for multitasking.  If you run a Google search on “the Multitasking 
Myth”, you will be able to read a number of articles with interesting examples that debunk this idea.  The 
reality is, we actually move between tasks at a rapid rate (some faster than others), but we need time to 
reorientate ourselves each time we change tasks.  It is not uncommon for a student to receive up to 30 
social media/text alerts during a period.  That equals a lot of shifting attention and requires a lot of 
reorientating.  This is why it is imperative that the device also be switched off and out of sight during 
learning time.      
 

Not only do academic studies concur, but we see it first hand; phones and other electronic devices are a 
distraction to learning.  Your support in ensuring your child/ward’s learning comes first is greatly 
appreciated.  

 

A reminder about uniform:  
Skins and tights and the like are not a part of our uniform, nor are colourful shoes and “hoodies”.  As we 
transition into the colder months it is a timely reminder that Numurkah 
Secondary College is a uniformed school and we have an approved school 
uniform.  For the purpose of OHS requirements, it is the department’s policy 
that students wear enclosed, polishable leather shoes, which for the 
purpose of our uniform code, are plain black; this requirement is mandatory, 
particularly in all practical based classes.  We thank you for your support in 
remedying your child/ward’s uniform during the break and look forward to 
seeing all students in the approved school uniform at the start of Term 2.  
  

During the break, I hope everyone gets to spend some quality time with their 
children.  If you are travelling, be safe and be mindful out there.  I look forward to working with everyone 
next term.    
 

Craig Burdon,   

Assistant Principal 

NSC Spray Jackets 
NSC spray jackets are available for purchase at the General Office. $50 each.. 



 

 

Guest Speakers—Yr 10 Careers Class. 
Gabrielle Ransley from Numurkah District Health Service kindly 
volunteered her time to speak to the two Year 10 careers classes. 
 
Gabrielle spoke about nursing, midwifery, remote area nursing within 
Australia and overseas. She also spoke about the benefits of nursing as 
a career and what was required to become a nurse. 
 
Shannon Martin thanked Gabrielle for coming in and sharing her 
experiences. Numurkah Secondary College would also like to thank both 
Gabrielle and the Numurkah District Health Service for this valuable 
service. 
 
 
NSC Year 10 Careers class also recently had a visit from Stacey a current 
LaTrobe University (Bendigo) student who is currently studying Outdoor 
Education and a Masters in Education. She came to speak to our Year 10 
Careers students about her experiences so far and how she has 
navigated her way from secondary to school to selecting a career path 
and attending university. We heard about the various camps she has 
attended and volunteer work she performed as a lifeguard. 
 
Stacey gave advice on how best to get into your preferred university 
course and told the students to follow their passions. 
 
Gabbie Mahoney is pictured thanking Stacey on behalf of Numurkah 
Secondary College for being so generous with her time. 
 

 

Careers News 

NSC Work Experience 
Programme 
Edward Collyer experiences the retail industry under  the 
direction of Lisa Wortmeyer. 
 
Ed is enjoying the work to work in the local supermarket 
Foodworks and is grateful for the opportunity. 
 
Keep up the good work Ed! 



 

 

Burger Cupcakes 

INGREDIENTS: 
 
Burger 'buns' 
200g unsalted butter, softened  
1 teaspoon vanilla extract  
1 cup caster sugar  
3 eggs ‘Cheese’ 
2½ cups self-raising flour, sifted 250g yellow-coloured fondant  
½ cup milk (you find this in all cake  
2 tablespoons apricot jam decorating stores or you could  
2 tablespoons sesame seeds also make your own!) 
  
Chocolate brownie 'burger patties'  
350g dark cooking chocolate, chopped 'Tomato sauce' and 'lettuce'  
150g butter 500g cream cheese, softened  
3 eggs, lightly whisked 100g unsalted butter, softened  
¾ cup brown sugar 1 cup icing mixture, sifted  
1¼ cups plain flour, sifted 2 teaspoons vanilla extract  
½ cup cocoa powder, sifted red food colouring  
circular cookie cutter (around 6cm in diameter) green food colouring  
 

METHOD: 
1. Preheat your oven to 180°C. Lightly grease a muffin pan with cooking spray. Use an electric 

mixer to beat together butter, vanilla and sugar in a large bowl until light and fluffy. Add eggs, 
one at a time, beating after each addition. Stir in half the flour, then stir in half the milk. Repeat 
with remaining flour and milk until combined. 

2. Bake for 15 minutes or until golden. Once your cupcakes have cooled, carefully slice each in half 
to resemble a burger bun. In a small bowl, microwave apricot jam for 20 seconds and using a 
pastry brush, glaze the tops of each cupcake with melted jam. Sprinkle each with sesame seeds. 

3. Line a 16cm x 26cm slab pan with non-stick baking paper, allowing the sides to overhang. Place 
200g of the chocolate and butter in a large heatproof bowl over a saucepan half-filled with 
simmering water. Stir until chocolate melts and the mixture is smooth. Set aside for five minutes 
to cool slightly. 

4. Stir the lightly whisked eggs into the chocolate mixture until well combined. Combine the sugar, 
flour and cocoa powder in a large bowl. Add the chocolate mixture and stir until just combined. 
Stir in the milk, the remainder of your chocolate and then pour brownie mixture into the 
prepared pan. Bake this mixture for around 30 minutes. Once cooled and removed from pan, cut 
as many circular patties as you can out of the brownie using the cookie cutter. 

5. To make your cheese, roll out fondant on a sheet of non-stick baking paper and use a knife to cut 
12 5cm x 5cm squares. 

6. To make your ketchup and lettuce, place cream cheese and butter into a large bowl and beat 
with an electric mixture until fluffy. Add icing mixture and vanilla extract and beat until 
combined. Divide mixture between two bowls and colour one bowl with two drops of green food 
colouring and the other with four drops of red food colouring. 

7. Place a chocolate brownie patty on top of the bottom half of each cupcake burger bun and then 
place a square of your fondant cheese on top of each brownie patty. Fill a pastry bag with your 
green cream cheese and pipe on top of fondant cheese to resemble squiggles of lettuce. Repeat 
this step with your red cream cheese to resemble delicious bursts of ketchup. Finally, place your 
cupcake burger bun tops on top of each burger, secure in place with either a toothpick or mini 
burger skewer. 



 

 

Middle School Food Technology 

Students in food technology have been investigating the world of advertising. Students have analysed and critiqued 
various advertising flyers to identify the tactics used to promote and sell goods. Students also viewed a clip on how 
food photographers apply tricks to make the food look more appetising, tricks such as applying toothpicks and 
cardboard to burgers and using spray tan to make a cooked chicken glossy and golden brown. Furthermore, students 
have been able to identify the unethical food advertising used by supermarkets and make a fair judgement on the 
effectiveness of these campaigns. Students will apply the knowledge gained in this unit of work to developing their 
own advertisement for their own decorated cupcake in Term 2. Student have begun planning their cupcake as well 
as experimenting with different recipes and icing and are looking forward to completing this assessment task early in 
Term 2. 

NSC Facebook Follow the Numurkah Secondary College Facebook page for action shots of 

our students attending excursions updates, and sometimes the fun activities your child is having at 
school! 

Primary School Sports Festival 
 

 
 

On Monday 1st April, our Year 9/10 Hit & Run elective PE class lead a Primary School Sports 
Festival for local Year 3-5 students. 
 

The students had spent weeks in class planning and preparing this event, undertaking 
management roles such as coaches, event managers, catering coordinators, primary school 
liaison, and finance and fundraising managers. The fundraising activities held included a 
free dress day and sausage sizzle to help cover the cost of catering. Mrs Mayberry kindly 
donated delicious tray bakes to help the students raise a little bit more so that the class could also order specially 
designed t-shirts. 
 

We welcomed 64 students from Numurkah Primary School and St Joseph’s Primary School, who enjoyed taking part in 
the sports activities being delivered by our coaching team (Soccer, Volleyball, Tennis & Basketball).  
 

The catering team provided healthy fruit platters for morning tea, and then some sausages in bread at lunch time and 
our event managers presented every primary school student with a certificate of participation at the end of the day. 
 

Everyone had a fantastic day and our Hit & Run class developed their leadership skills tremendously. Well done to all 
involved! 
Cassandra Willis, Leading Teacher—Student Engagement and Wellbeing. 



 

 

2019 ANZAC DAY WRITING COMPETITION 
Over the past couple of weeks, students have been engaged in the annual ANZAC Day 
Writing Competition to commemorate the anniversary of the ANZAC campaign. 
 
The competition, open to all students from Year 7 to Year 10 at Numurkah Secondary 
College, is a part of their Writing Folio assessment in English lessons. 
 
Students were required to submit an original piece of writing, inspired by the stimulus material provided by 
their teacher during class. Stimulus included videos, historical documents, photographs, excerpts from classic 
literature like All quiet on the Western front, picture story books like One Minutes Silence, poetry and lots 
and lots of discussion. Ideas were brainstormed, characters created, plotlines discussed, drafts were written, 
feedback was given and some amazing stories were created. 
 
Students were encouraged to make sure their language reflected the cultural context and the impact of the 
time, develop an authentic voice of the Anzac Experience, establish clear character, be as historically 
accurate as possible, have accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation and engage the reader. 
 
Prizes of $5 canteen vouchers were awarded to the best entry from each class at each year level. The overall 
winner receives a $25 of Numurkah Money, but more importantly, given the honour of carrying the flag at 
the Numurkah ANZAC ceremony. It was a tough decision as the quality of entries this year was so high. Mr 
Tozer and I deliberated over several of the stories noting how well the writer managed to address the 
criteria. It was close! 
 
We are pleased to announce that Sophie Guy from Year 10 is 
our overall winner this year. 

 
Winners of the $5 canteen voucher are: 
 

Year 7  Ryan Russo and Abbey Kate Wright 
 

Year 8  Michele Rore and Karly Millen 
 

Year 9  Emily Codiga 
 

Year 10 Kitarna Drury Smith and Jalen Brown 
 
The quality of entries was outstanding. Congratulations to all students who managed to produce a creative 
piece of writing! It is clear that the explicit literacy journey that the school has been on for a while now is 
paying big dividends. There will be a display of the stories at college during the first week back after the 
holidays to commemorate ANZAC Day on the 25th of April. Lest we forget. 

 
Rae Wood,  
Literacy Leader 

Second-hand Book and Uniform Sales 
If you are wanting to purchase or sell second hand text books or uniforms have you considered having a look 

at NSC Buy, Swap, Sell page on Facebook? 



 

 

Literacy Hub News 
 

Once a month we receive 5-6 new books from La Mont books 
as a part of our annual subscription. These books come with 
full reviews and recommendations for which students should 
read them. Even better still, is that once every term we have 
a visit from the La Mont representative who leaves us with 4 
tubs of brand new books over 2 days. These books are put on 
display in the Literacy Hub so that staff and students can 
choose whether they should become a part of our collection. 
Giving the students this choice, together with book requests 
they can make to Miss Schols anytime, means that we are 
developing a truly relevant and contemporary collection. 
Here is some of our new Year 7 students looking pretty happy about their new book choices: 

 

With school holidays next week encourage your students to pop into the Literacy Hub this week to borrow some extra 
books, or encourage them to get onto the ewheelers app that the school subscribes to. Happy Reading!  

 

Miss Melanie Schols, Teacher Librarian     

     @ numurkah_sclh 

Recommended Reads 
Book:  Tokyo Ghoul                              Author: Sui Ishida 

 

Unable to discard his humanity but equally unable to suppress his Ghoul hunger, Ken finds 
salvation in the kindness of friendly Ghouls who teach him how to pass as human and eat flesh 
humanely. But recent upheavals in Ghoul society attract the police like wolves to prey, and they 
don’t discriminate between conscientious and monstrous Ghouls.  

This novel is a part of our Manga genre. 

Recommended by:  Xavier Dixon (Year 7) 
 

 

Book:  Eleanor & Park                                                      Author:  Rainbow Rowell 
Two misfits. 
One extraordinary love. 
 

Eleanor... Red hair, wrong clothes. Standing behind him until he turns his head. Lying beside him until he wakes up. 
Making everyone else seem drabber and flatter and never good enough...Eleanor. 
 

Park... He knows she'll love a song before he plays it for her. He laughs at her jokes before she 
ever gets to the punch line. There's a place on his chest, just below his throat, that makes her 
want to keep promises...Park. 
 
Set over the course of one school year, this is the story of two star-crossed sixteen-year-olds—
smart enough to know that first love almost never lasts, but brave and desperate enough to 
try.  
 

This novel is a part of the romance genre and is also in the Top 100 Young Adults Books to 
read in a Lifetime. 

Recommended by:  Miss Melanie Schols  



 

 

PRICE L IST  (AS AT  1/4/2019)  

 

HOT FOOD $   LUNCHTIME SPECIALS $6.00 

BBQ Chicken Triangle $3.50    – SEE OUR SPECIALS BOARD   

BBQ Pockets $6.00    -   

Cheese Burger $4.00   DRINKS $ 

Chicken Burger – lettuce & mayo $5.00   Big M – small  $2.50 

Chicken Gravy Roll $4.50               large $4.00 

Chicken Parma Roll $5.00   Nippys $2.50 

Chicken Schnitzel & Salad Roll $6.00   Dare $4.00 

Chicken Sweet Chilli Tenders $1.50   Slush Puppies – small $2.00 

Chicken Wrap –  $4.00                              large $3.00 

Devil Burger $5.00   Mr. D’s – small $2.00 

Dim Sims – steamed – 3 for $2.50                 large $3.00 

Egg and Bacon Roll $5.00   Fruit Box $2.00 

Hamburger with the lot $6.00   Water – Mt. Franklin $2.50 

Hash Browns $1.00   Deep Spring Mineral Water $3.00 

Hawaiian  Burger $5.00   Water – Pump $3.50 

Lamb Souvlaki $6.00   Water – Pump flavoured $4.00 

McSchool Burger – lettuce,cheese,  $5.00   Powerade $4.50 

Pie $4.00   Iced Tea $4.00 

Pizza Subs $3.00   ICE CREAMS $ 

Pizza Toastie $4.00   Paddle Pop $1.50 

Potato Cakes $1.00   Paddle Pop Thick Shake $2.20 

Sausage Roll $3.50   Cruncha $1.30 

Sweet Chilli Triangle $3.50   Moosies $1.30 

Toasted Sandwich $4.00   Cyclones $1.80 

Wrap—Egg & Bacon or Hash Brown $3.00   Calippos $1.00 

    Icy Twists $1.00 

COLD FOOD    SUBJECT TO   

Salad Roll – Ham, chicken or salami $5.50   AVAILABILITY $ 

Sandwiches – Ham, Chicken $4.00   Jelly $1.20 

or Egg and Lettuce     Slices – homemade – small $0.50 

Wraps – Chicken Caesar – full $6.50                                          large $1.00 

                                               half $4.00   Cookies – homemade $1.00 

Wraps – Salad –                   full $5.50   Chocolate Mousse $2.00 

                                               half $4.00   Fruit Cups $2.00 

   Yoghurt and berries $2.50 


